
Q&A’s on Certifying Agent Renewal Status 
 

1. How does NOP determine a renewal decision for an accredited certifying agent 
(ACA)? 

 
The ACA accreditation renewal is based on a consistent auditing process conducted by 
the Agricultural Marketing Service’s Audit, Review, and Compliance Branch (ARC) on 
behalf of the National Organic Program (NOP).  ARC schedules an audit, provides 
findings, requests responses to any non-compliances noted, reviews feedback from the 
ACA, and follows up with another audit to determine whether the corrective actions 
submitted by the ACA addressed the noted non-compliances.  A final report is then 
submitted to the NOP for evaluation of all audit findings, ACA feedback, and any other 
information that the ACA may have provided, in order to make a determination of renewal 
status.   
 

2. What does “renewal pending subsequent audit” mean? 
 
This decision is made when the Program determines that further observation through a 
subsequent audit is warranted in order to verify continued evidence of expertise and 
ability or to observe implementation of the corrective actions that were proposed to 
address non-compliances. These ACAs’ accreditation remains in force until the 
subsequent audit is completed.  Upon successful completion of the audit, 
recommendation for renewal will be made. 
 

3. Is a decision of “renewal pending subsequent audit” an adverse action by the NOP 
against the certifying agent? 

 
No.  For certifying agents receiving a decision of “renewal pending subsequent audit,” 
this round of audits has been completed without resulting in an adverse action. However, 
these ACAs have outstanding issues or proposed corrective actions that NOP has 
determined warrant a subsequent audit before renewal can be granted.   
 

4.  How quickly will subsequent audits be conducted? 
 

ARC will schedule all subsequent audits to take place as quickly as possible within the 
next 12 months.  Completing the renewal process for all certifying agents is a top priority 
for the NOP.   
 

5. My ACA received a renewal pending subsequent audit.  Do I need to find a new 
ACA?  Am I still certified? 

 
You do not need to find a new ACA.  ACAs who received a deferred renewal still have 
their accreditations in force.  We expect that certifying agents with deferred renewals will 
quickly implement any corrective actions necessary to satisfy our next audit.  Your 
certification also remains valid until surrendered, suspended, or revoked, regardless of 
the status of your certifying agent.  Keep in mind that this is the first accreditation renewal 
process that certifying agents have undergone—it’s a learning process that can only 
make the program stronger.   
 

6. My ACA is listed in the renewal posting as “renewal on-going”– what does this 
mean? 

 
This means your ACA is still in the accreditation renewal process.  
 
 
 



7. Will any ACAs be suspended or revoked? 
 
NOP does not comment on enforcement actions until they are settled or until a complaint 
is filed with the administrative law judge.  If an enforcement action is proposed against an 
ACA, the certifying agent has 30 days in which to appeal the proposed action.  
 

8. When will NOP conclude the renewals of all ACAs? 
 
Some ACAs who were accredited in 2002 are still undergoing review and NOP expects to 
conclude these shortly.  Other ACAs who were accredited in 2003 are just beginning to 
undergo audits this year for their 5-year renewal and will be reviewed for 
recommendation for renewal later this year. 
 

9. What is a notice of impending lapse of accreditation? 
 
One year prior to the end of the 5-year accreditation period, NOP sends a reminder to 
ACAs who have not submitted their renewal package notifying them of the need to 
reapply 6 months before the end of their 5-year accreditation date or accreditation will 
expire.  If accreditation expires, all certification activities must cease. 
 

10. How can I find out the status of accreditation renewal for my ACA?  
 
If an ACA is listed on the NOP web site, the ACA is accredited—their accreditation 
remains in force.  In other words, unless accreditation has been surrendered, revoked, 
suspended, or an ACA allowed its accreditation to expire, an ACA’s accreditation remains 
in force.  With respect to the current renewal of accreditation, NOP has posted the 
current review status for all 95 ACAs below.    

 
 
The audit reports for the ACAs who have been categorized as “Renewed” (green) and 
“Renewal pending subsequent audit” (yellow) are linked to the ACAs in the table below.  
They also appear in the Reading Room (audit reports).  
 
 
ACA Renewal Status 

 

Domestic ACA Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

CCOF Certification Services 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 4/29/2007 Renewed 

CA Crop Improvement Association 8/7/2007 Renewal on-going 

CA Organic Farmers Association 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Guaranteed Organic Certification Agency. 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071067&acct=AQSS


Domestic ACA Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

Marin County 
• Report 01-08 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Monterey County Certified Organic 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Nutri-Clean 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

Organic Certifiers  4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

QAI 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

CO Department of Agriculture 10/16/2007 Renewal on-going 

QCS 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

GA Crop Improvement Association 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF)  

4/29/2007 Renewed 

Hawaii Organic Farmers Association 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Idaho State Department of Agriculture 
• Report 10-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Indiana Certified Organic 
• Report 04-08 (PDF) 
• Report 11-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Certified Organic, Inc.  11/12/2007 Renewal on-going 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071068&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071069&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071070&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071071&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071072&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071073&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071074&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071075&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071076&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071077&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071078&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071079&acct=AQSS


Domestic ACA Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 04-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

Maharishi Vedic Organic Agriculture Institute 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 04-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

MOFGA Certification Services 6/03/2007 Renewal on-going 

MD Department of Agriculture 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 04-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Baystate Organic Certifiers  
• Report 12-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

MN Crop Improvement Association 
• Report 11-07 (PDF) 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

MT Department of Agriculture 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

OCIA 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Nevada State Department of Agriculture 
• Report 04-07 (PDF) 5/13/2007 Renewed 

NH Department of Agriculture 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

NM Organic Commodity Commission  4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

NOFA-NY 
• Report 10-07 (PDF) 
• Report 06-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

Natural Food Certifiers 10/08/2007 Renewal on-going 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071080&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071081&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071082&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071083&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071084&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071085&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071086&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071087&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071088&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071090&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071089&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071112&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071111&acct=AQSS


Domestic ACA Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

NC Crop Improvement Association 7/09/2007 Renewal on-going 

International Certification Services 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Global Organic Alliance 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

OH Ecological Food & Farm Administration 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF)   

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

OK Department of Agriculture 12/6/2007 Renewal on-going 

Oregon Tilth 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Stellar Certification Services 
• Report 10-07 (PDF) 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

PA Certified Organic 
• Report 10-07 (PDF) 
• Report 06-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

RI Department of Environmental Management 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 10/22/2007 Renewed 

Department of Plant Industry (Clemson) 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 04-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

TX Department of Agriculture 
• Report 11-07 (PDF) 
• Report 07-07 (PDF) 
• Report 05-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071091&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071092&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071093&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071094&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071096&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071095&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071097&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071098&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071099&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071100&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071101&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071102&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071103&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071104&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071105&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071106&acct=AQSS


Domestic ACA Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

UT Department of Agriculture 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Vermont Organic Farmers 
• Report 11-07 (PDF) 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 

9/24/2007 Renewed 

WA State Department of Agriculture 
• Report 05-08 (PDF) 
• Report 08-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewed 

Midwest Organic Services Association 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

Accredited Post 2002 ******************** ******************* 

Global Culture 4/14/2008 Renewal 
underway 

OneCert 4/23/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Organic National & International Certifiers 4/28/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

LA Department of Agriculture & Forestry 9/23/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

MS Department of Agriculture & Commerce 6/01/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

Agricultural Services Certified Organic 4/07/2011 Renewal not due 

Primuslabs.com 1/22/2011 Renewal not due 

Yolo County Department of Agriculture 1/22/2011 Renewal not due 

KY Department of Agriculture 1/13/2011 Renewal not due 

NJ Department of Agriculture 4/12/2012 Renewal not due 

Nature’s International Certification Services 2/12/2012 Renewal not due 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071107&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071108&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071109&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071110&acct=AQSS


 

Foreign ACAs Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

Argencert S.R.L. 11/08/2007 Renewal on-going 

Letis S.A. 12/09/2007 Renewal on-going 

Organizacion Internacional Agropecuraria 10/16/2007 Renewal on-going 

Australian Certified Organic 6/07/2007 Renewal on-going 

NASAA Certified Organic 10/10/2007 Renewal on-going 

Instituto Biodinamico 7/11/2007 Renewal on-going 

OCPP/Pro-Cert Canada 
• Report 03-08 (PDF) 
• Report 10-07 (PDF) 

5/24/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

QMI Organics, Inc. 9/10/2007 Renewal on-going 

Eco-LOGICA 7/09/2007 Renewal on-going 

BCS-Oeko Garantie GmbH 
• Report 05-08 (PDF) 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

ECOCERT S.A. 
• Report 05-08 (PDF) 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 

4/29/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

LACON GmbH 10/21/2007 Renewal on-going 

Naturland E.V. 11/08/2007 Renewal on-going 

DIO 11/13/2007 Renewal on-going 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071113&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071114&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071115&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071116&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071117&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071118&acct=AQSS


Foreign ACAs Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

Agrior, Ltd. 9/10/2007 Renewal on-going 

Consorzio Per Il Controllo Dei Prodotti Biologica 12/09/2007 Renewal on-going 

Control Union Certifications   

Bio Latina 4/29/2007 Renewal on-going 

IMO 
• Report 05-08 (PDF) 
• Report 09-07 (PDF) 

6/07/2007 Renewal pending 
subsequent audit 

Accredited Post 2002 ***************** ******************* 

Food Safety S.A. 7/21/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Austria Bio Garantie 12/17/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Bolicert 3/13/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Canadian Seed Institute 9/15/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Organic Producers Association of Manitoba 
Cooperative 1/08/2008 Renewal 

underway 

ABCERT AG 11/14/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Mayacert S.A. 5/27/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Bioagricert 1/08/2008 Renewal 
underway 

ICEA 4/13/2008 Renewal 
underway 

Istituto Mediterraneo Di Certificazione 7/21/2008 Renewal 
underway 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071119&acct=AQSS
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5071120&acct=AQSS


Foreign ACAs Accreditation 
Renewal Date Renewal Status 

Suolo E Salute S.R.L. 2/04/2008 Renewal 
underway 

ETKO 1/22/2008 Renewal 
underway 

CCPAE 4/06/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

ECCYSA 8/20/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

bio.inspectica 4/15/2009 Impending lapse 
notice sent 

CERES 5/23/2010 Renewal not due 

Bios s.r.l. 5/23/2010 Renewal not due 

AGRECO R.F. Goderz GmbH 1/20/2011 Renewal not due 

Certimex 4/14/2011 Renewal not due 

The Organic Food Chain Party Ltd 4/12/2012 Renewal not due 

CERTISYS (formerly EcoCert Belgium) 2/12/2012 Renewal not due 

 




